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PRESIDENTS REPORT 2018
It is a pleasure to present to you my 
annual report for 2018. 

There is optimism in the air since the release 
of the Messara Report. This much anticipated 
report on the position of the New Zealand 
Racing Industry has encouraged many 
participants in the Thoroughbred Code. Most 
of the findings have been obvious to most.

I suspect that the two most contentious 
issues will be the ceding of “club assets” to 
a governing body, and the licensing of the 
Racing Board to an outside agency. 

If these two obstacles can be overcome 
along with the review of taxation by the 
Government a sustainable future for 
all players whether owners, breeders 
or supporting people can be expected. 

Much will come down to the timing of the 
recommendations and their adoption.

The year has recorded a significant monetary 
loss to the Federation. While a steady 
membership roll is a real strength, the 
difficulty of securing “paper” advertising has 
had an impact on the Federation’s bottom 
line. I believe the current subscription does 
offer real value for money for all owners. I 
suspect that the review of subscriptions is a 
likely relief, but also an opportunity to source 
further membership numbers from syndicate 
members, and therefore a greater  readership 
would also encourage further support from 
the advertisers.

I wish to thank the Board Members for their 
efforts to strengthen and support the Aims 
and Goals of the Federation.

Our Editor Neil Miller has a difficult task, but 
he has a dedicated team around him and the 
task comes together every two months to 
keep our thousand plus members and many 
online readers entertained and informed.

Sally Blyth likewise has done an excellent 
job revitalising the webpage. Jim and Barbara 
Keyte our daily face and point of contact 
continue to deliver an excellent service to the 
Federation and members alike. 

Whether through 
conference calls or 
meetings the work goes 
on and everyone should 
be proud of what the 
Federation continues to 
deliver.

Neil Oldfield.       

PRESIDENT/MEMBERS COUNCILLOR’S MESSAGE  Neil Oldfield 

 
OUR GOAL
To improve the economics, integrity and pleasure of the sport of thoroughbred racing on behalf of all owners.

NZRB UPDATE (ABRIDGED)

By way of general update, we’ve 
finalised our accounts for 2017/18 and 
while the preparation of our Annual 
Report is currently underway, we will 
be announcing in due course that 
we exceeded our operating profit 
target, provided record distributions 
to the Codes and increased customer 
numbers significantly.  This was despite 
anticipated revenue not coming through 
from Racefields. I’m also pleased to let you 
know we recently approved over $1 million 
of additional stakes funding from our Class 
4 gaming activities to continue the $1,500 
Maiden Winners Harness bonus payment 
programme and support NZTR Heritage races, 
Dunstan Stayers and special interest races 
this year. There was also an enhancement 
to a variety of Greyhound races including 
the South Island Championships Final, Silver 
Collar and the creation of a new Australasian 
Final qualifying series.  

The same fund also committed an additional 
$140k to a range of youth related initiatives, 
while almost $360k was provided to support 
the improvement of race tracks. Our total 
equity position is currently around $53 
million and forecast to rise to $94 million 
over the next three years with an appropriate 
level of cash reserves and liquidity being 
maintained. We have a modest debt facility 
of $25 million available to support the 
investment in the Fixed Odds Betting (FOB) 
programme that will be repaid over the next 
few years and remain available for future 
investment, however the additional $12m for 
stakes in last year and this year’s seasons are 
not paid out of borrowings. 

We chose to borrow to support the FOB 
investment because we need to support the 
maximum amount of stakes for the industry 

while also investing in the TAB business. The 
return on investment for FOB means any debt 
facility will be paid off within a few years. The 
Board has taken out a debt facility before, 
such as in 2011 to support the development 
of the Class 4 Gaming operation. This debt 
facility was paid off within a few years, and 
our Class 4 operation generated $37.8 million 
in revenue last year.

The Board had previously forecast the amount 
of distributions to the industry based on 
our expectation we would be collecting and 
distributing racefields’ fees on the industry’s 
behalf by now. The lack of these means the 
industry is likely to receive less distributions 
than we were originally expecting. We 
estimate the delay in Racefields’ means the 
industry is foregoing $1 million per month 
in extra revenue. For that reason, we will 
continue advocating strongly for the urgent 
passage of racefields’ legislation on the 
industry’s behalf.  

There has been commentary in some quarters 
about the Board having a $200 million deficit. 
There is no $200 million deficit. Rather, 
the Board has exceeded its operating profit 
target for 2018 and as indicated in our latest 
Statement of Intent, is on track to deliver 
$200 million in profit in 2020.

KEY INITIATIVES &  
MAJOR PROJECTS UPDATE
While the first couple of months of this 
year have been a bit disappointing in some 
areas, with abandoned race meetings and the 
betting behaviour of some of our elite punters 
having an impact on turnover, gross betting 
margins have been strong and we are ahead 
of last year. Gaming turnover continues to 
perform well and recently set a record for the 
month, up almost 10% on the same period 
last year. 

We have a number of key initiatives and 
major projects underway which I also wanted 
to update you on.

Many of you may have noticed an 
improvement in the quality of some of the 
vision on Trackside. A major initiative to 
modernise our presentation of racing content 
is well underway and our first new outside 
broadcast (OB) truck is now in use and filming 
some South Island equine meetings in High 
Definition (HD). Our second OB truck is due 
to arrive in New Zealand shortly and will go 
into use in the central region.

I also wanted to update you on our Fixed 
Odds Betting (FOB) programme. The 
programme is a partnership with OpenBet 
and international bookmaker Paddy Power 
Betfair to give Kiwi punters what they want: 
betting products and services equal to 
anything in the world. Last week we provided 
a demonstration of the platform to several 
major punters who were very positive about 
the experience and the product offerings 
available when FOB goes live. 

The programme is currently in the testing 
stage and we are currently working towards 
a target date of 5 December for launch, with 
a total implementation cost of $40 million. 
The platform will only be launched when 
testing has shown it is ready, and we will be 
continuing to improve the platform post-
launch. NZRB’s normal betting platform 
stays functioning up until this time, meaning 
there is no impact for customers. Like all 
major technology programmes of this scale, 
implementation and cost adjustments are to 
be expected, however FOB will be delivered 
generating significant long-term financial 
benefits to the industry – in the region of 
$30m per annum.

John Allen, CEO NZRB    



EDITORIAL
Neil Miller 

Racing ramps up in spring time. Its AGM time too and there is a ‘changing 
of the guard’ Neil Oldfield, a wise man, steps down from Presidency and 
Bernard Hickey takes the helm. Bernard will be the right man to take us 
forward.

There are some other changes as well that you can read in this issue.

Ellerslie’s back. Hooray! You can see the not quite finished “tie up” area is going to be 
a cracker. The restored façade (long lost and found under demolition) is an amazing 
backdrop. Driving down the motorway the other day I saw the scaffolding was down from 
it and I nearly ran off the road!

We went to the first day back and wandered down the public lane at the ‘tie ups’.

Just a few metres over were all the horses in the open front boxes and industry staff 
in attendance. A smiling Linda Laing came over to the rail to chat and she said so many 
people had come by. She said this would build as people became aware they could now 
feel this connection to the horse.

Auckland Racing Club take a bow for the deserved credit that will ensue!

The Ready to Run Sales are pending and we welcome New Zealand Bloodstock back. 

Our sponsor Little Avondale Stud has a smallish entry that will be well worth 
consideration. You don’t need to wait for the Karaka Yearling Sales and wait and wait – 
you could be right in the racing action in a very short time.

The cover is of Melody Belle. I thought it was fitting to profile this great family. It was 
most enjoyable talking to Marie Leicester, but not that easy to write the story. It deserves 
a book! Hopefully someone of more ability and time than I will do that.

The ‘treasure’ that is Mary Mountier and I have written reviews of two racing books that 
you might consider for Christmas ‘prezzys’. I got Mary to polish my effort so it was worthy 
to sit on the same page as hers – but beneath that, as I know my place!

Of great importance to you, is your Federation’s submission to the Racing Minister on the 
findings of the Messara Report.

Down the bottom of this page is Are You There insert to remind you to go to our website 
www.racehorseowner.co.nz. There’s some news on that. Your Board have agreed 
pending investigation, to replace this with a new model as the current one is obsolete. 
Failing to do this would see the existing become irrelevant through loss of ranking due to 
Googles new ‘Mobile First’ policy.

A new site would be Facebook compatible and that’s another possible avenue.

Bookending the Are You There box are a couple of cartoons. 
Allegorical or metaphorical at this point in time – do you 
think? 

Contact me – neilandjeanette@yahoo.com     

Melody Belle skipping home.  
Double Group 1 glory at Hastings.

www.racehorseowner.co.nz

ARE YOU 
THERE 

- Updated regularly by Sally Blyth -

?

t OUR COVER
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NEIL OLDFIELD
Brian O’Dea

Neil Oldfield of Marton has had a long and 
interesting history in the racing industry 
prior to retiring this year after sixteen years 
as President of the Federation. 

When he joined the Wanganui Association some 
thirty years ago trials were held at the Bulls 
racecourse, run by the Association and among 
those involved were Humphrey O`Leary Senior, 
Bernie Connors, Janice Webster and Charlie 
Simpson. 

Neil’s initial introduction to racing was with 
second cousin “Dot” McCarthy, a major stock 
trader, who had Neil as his driver to take him 
to races all over the North Island. Dot was an 
optimist buying a yearling at over 100 years of 
age and hoping to see it win the Derby. Neil’s first 
thoroughbred was a purchase from Dots daughter 
Mrs Kelly of the already successful broodmare 
Windy Filou for $10.

When he was first National President there 
were nine local Associations without a national 
structure so it wasǹ t possible to have a member 
on the NZTR Board. Once a formal national board 
was formed and the Racehorse Owners Magazine 
was being published, the Owners gained credibility 
and were then able to be represented on NZTR, 
which Neil did prior to the restructure to its 
present format.

Highlights for Neil when travelling have included 
spending four hours on a private tour of “The 
Jockey Club” at Newmarket and spending time 
with the herd manager of the Queens Windsor 
Park Jersey herd.

Horses raced during Neil’s forty years involvement 
have included Mitchfield, winner of 7, Veloz and 
Pennon, who also won the Castlepoint Cup beach 
race. He currently leases out Hundyamonth which 
is from the family of Maguire, winner of the 
Auckland Cup and Veloz, a good sprinter.

One of Neil’s regrets is that there is no longer a 
District Committee structure which enabled new 
racing club committee members to learn quickly 
from those more experienced in the workings of 
the industry. Neil will retain his involvement as 
a member of the Taranaki-Wanganui Association 
having previously been Wanganui President. 
Thanks Neil for your past and present efforts for 
the industry.    
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Regional Roundup

MATE YOUR MARE
Ken Beer • Breeding Consultant

www.mateyourmare.com

BREEDING  
A MARE?

BUYING  
A HORSE?

phone: 07 889 5412 mobile: 022 699 4729

AUCKLAND OWNERS’  
SPRING RACE DAY
When you bring together a bunch of racing 
enthusiasts, add a dose of spring sunshine and 
a strong race card, a fun day is guaranteed. This 
is what occurred on Sunday 23rd September 
when a group of approx. 60 Auckland members 
gathered in the Sponsors’ Lounge at Pukekohe 
Park.

It was the NZ Spinal Trust Charity Day, the 
feature race being the Haunui Farm Karaka 
Classic, won by Tomelilla. Ridden by Matt 
Cameron, she settled well, loomed large to 
lead at the 200 and went on for a stylish win 
(the 6yo mare’s eighth win). Congratulations 
to owners Mrs M E Baker & G J Jones (Auckland 
member).

Member Peter Walker had a great day as a 
winning owner, getting the quinella in Race 4 
with winner Mighty Me and second place-getter 
Midnight Runner (co-owned with G J Jones and 
others). Sir Peter Vela had two winners on the 
day (Silver Cloud and Podravina).

Although David Archer was unable to attend, 
FastTrack Insurance donated several betting 
vouchers for the prize draws. Thank you David, 
we appreciate your ongoing generosity and 
support of our organisation.

Thanks also to Ross Thompson who ran another 
successful Punters’ Club, generating keen 
interest, anticipation and camaraderie, as well 
as a small return for each participant.

My husband won the draw to go up to the 
commentary box with George Simon for one 

A new Secretary is required as Barbara Keyte 
has relinquished that long-held position. Kay 
Hogan joins the committee and she brings 
her connection with the new “Ride To Time” 
programme – which aims to connect Pony Club 
riders with racing. They have the interest of all 
Waikato members at this pivotal time in racing 
and we wish them well.

Te Aroha Jockey Club produced a lovely days 
racing for everyone, holding the fort for 
Ellerslie and Te Rapa. And then their own 
meeting, with most fields (with emergencies) 
of 22 horses. Trainers love to go there.

Stephen Ralph and Melanie Sutton won the 
Open Hurdle with Hesalljazz on 30 September 
ridden by Lemmy Douglas, who returned to 
UK the next day. Melanie’s parents, Peter and 
Pam Sutton joyfully parading the lovely trophy 
(provided by Faulkner Drainage, together with 
the Maramarua Hunt) for all to see.

Graeme Rogerson couldn’t produce a second 
win from as many starts for favourite Gallante, 
and ‘clean-cut’ Buddy Lammas, but pulled off 
the Maiden Hurdles with Wilijonmcbride, with 
Buddy at his best. Another by Red Giant raced 
by Graeme and the Rogerson Thoroughbred 
Harness Syndicate.

A nice win for members Kevin and Diane 
Hopson with Gazzara at Matamata 26 
September. Raced with trainer Glyn Brick, with 
just 2 starts for a win and a second. I liked the 
well-fitting white bridle. Kakahu Stalker, by 
Iffraaj could be their next winner.

The New Plymouth Greys race was like a 
beautiful blanket of snow, with thwe finish 
won by Stratocaster. A definite show-horse 
look, that runs in the family of trainers Emma-
Lee and David Browne. Owned by “The Very 
Musical Syndicate”.

Tim and Margaret Carter have a great looker 
in Summer Wind, and it can gallop as well. By 
Tavistock it won its first start at Te Aroha on 17 
October, ridden by Lynsey Satherly.

Christopher and Susannah Grace are taking on 
real competition in Australia with Shillelagh. 
She has been racing amongst top class 

AUCKLAND & 
NORTHLAND  
Mike Gething and Sally Blyth

Hearty congratulations to all members 
who have had winners in the past couple 
of months – there have been quite a few 
and we’re thrilled for everyone. 

Special mention to Auckland President Mike 
Gething and his wife (and new committee 
member) Pat Woollaston and co-owners on 

the splendid and long-awaited win by Neddy 
Nadeem at Matamata on 13th October. It took 
26 starts and a lot of patience but he finally did 
it, off the ballot and at a big price. You can read 
Neddy’s delightful story on our website (Racing 
Tales page).

Congratulations also to committee member 
Frances Crimmins, owner and breeder of 
Sasanof’s Hero who had a mighty win at 
Ellerslie on 27 October at good odds. This was 
his 8th win and we hope there are plenty more 
to come. 

WAIKATO & BAY OF PLENTY    Jenny Cowan 

The Waikato Racehorse Owners AGM held 9 October saw a change of officers. Karen 
Remetis of Waharoa, who has past and present interests in racing, became our new 
President.

Neddy Nadeem (rails) sticks his neck out and wins
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gallopers. We hope she adds to her Group One 
tally. Being in the Chris Waller stable must be a 
story in itself.

The Caulfield Cup held disappointments aplenty, 
but the winner, Best Solution, trained by Saeed Bin 
Suroor, deserved to win. We couldn’t understand a 
word his English jockey said, but maybe it related 
to the fact that he has ridden this horse in his last 
6 starts. From Dubai in March, to Newmarket in 
the UK, to 2 wins in Germany, and finally to this 
one in Melbourne! The last 4 of which he won. 
Some horse!

The first eight of nine horses were stallions, plus 
three others in the field.

Verry Elleegant gives us all hope, proving racing 
can find a star at any level. Lovely to see a Zed win 
at Caulfield – 5 starts only, with wins at Ruakaka, 
Matamata – and then Caulfield. Unthinkable! The 
thrills racing a horse can provide!

race, along with three guests. 
We spent time chatting easily 
with George in the build-up to 
the race. As we marveled at his 
ability to know all the horses’ 
names seemingly automatically, 
George told us it’s all about the 
colours. Similar caps paired with 
the same silks can pose a problem 
and requires extra concentration. 
At a certain point, on the far 
side of the course, the horses are 
obscured for a few seconds which 
can also make things tricky.

The horses emerge onto the 
track and this gives George a 
chance to lock in the colours and 
names as he mentions them all 
out loud, one by one, for those 
on course, as well as for himself. 
He then spends a short time in 
silence, concentrating on his final 
rundown, before the gates open 
and he gets into stride along with 
the horses. It’s another seamless 
commentary and we are still 
left wondering how he has the 
capacity to remember and recall 
everything so effortlessly. It’s 
an inspiring and entertaining 
half hour and we feel privileged 
to have had the opportunity to 
watch a superb commentator in 
action. Thanks George.

The Committee would like to 
thank President Mike Gething for 
overseeing a fabulous day that 
will become a standing event in 
the calendar, as a way to bring 
members together. Thanks also 
to the staff at Counties Racing for 
enabling a great day – a superb 
venue, tasty food, great facilities, 
excellent racing and a bunch 
of passionate racing people all 
adds up to an excellent racing 
occasion. 

See you there next year! 
Sally Blyth     

HAWKES BAY  Tony Lyndon

The Showcasing filly Xpression raced by Mark Chitty, Ian Renton, Paul Bayes, Mark Apatu and Fred 
Coates started off where she finished last season by winning a 3yo race at Taupo. 

Her last start as a 2year old saw her winning the Group 2 Wakefield Challenge Stakes at Trentham. Her next start 
was an unlucky 2nd in the Group 3 Gold Trail Stakes at Hastings and then she went down to Ashburton to win the 
Group 3 Barneswood Farm Stakes. She will be at very short odds for the N.Z One Thousand Guineas at Riccarton.

The training ranks in Hastings has been boosted by Cambridge trainer Lee Somerville moving to the Bay. Lee has 
leased Dianne Sergeant’s stable which has large boxes, roomy yards as well as big paddocks. Lee has trained 130 
winners with only a small team of horses and numbers 9 listed winners as well as 2 Group 1 races with 2013 A.R.C. 
Railway winner Fleur de Lune and Addictive Habit the 2015 Livamol Classic at Hastings. Addictive Habit also won the 
Group 2 Couplands mile at Riccarton twice, as well as the Group 2 Foxbridge Plate, as did Fleur de Lune.

HAWKES BAY/POVERTY BAY OWNERS AND BREEDERS AWARDS 2017/18
Trained Horse of the Year – Wait a Sec owned by Ian and Paul Henderson won 5 races during the 2017/18 
season including the Group 1 Livamol Classic and over $274,000 in stake money.

Broodmare of the Year – Security, dam of Wait a Sec owner Ian Henderson.

Owned Horse of the Year – Authentic Paddy winner of Group 1 Zabeel Classic owners Marilyn Tepaa, 
Christine, Tony & Phillip Gray and sister Janice Berry.

Leading Trainer by wins – John Bary 17 wins.

Leading Trainer by strike rate – Patrick Campbell 10 wins 4.2% strike rate.

Owner of the Year – Chouxmaani Investments (Richard and Liz Wood). Miss Wilson winner of Group 1 N.Z. 
Thoroughbred Breeders Stakes and Group 3 Red Badge Sprint.

Breeder of the Year on wins – Pat Lowry 5 wins.

Outstanding contribution to Racing and Breeding – Tom Lowry.

Jimmy Choux Trophy highest earning 3yo – Augustus bred by Mick Ormond.

Hawkes Bay Racing Chairman Elliot Cooper returned to the winning circle after 6 years when Vannoss won a 
2050m maiden at Wanganui on the 20th of September. Elliot a dairy farmer bred Vannoss out of his Traditional 
mare Traditional Bride to the Zabeel stallion Sufficient. His last win was with Hermosa Novia at Otaki in 2012.

There are very few countries that for a small outlay you can have a share in a champion racehorse but N.Z. is one. 
Waipukarau residents Trevor and Debby Walters and Michael Ormsby are shareholders in the Champion mares 
Melody Belle and Avantage. Trevor and Debby owning 10% in Melody Belle the winner of 3 Group 1 races and to 
date $1,200.000 in stake money while Michael shares in the syndicate who race Avantage the winner of 6 races 
including the Group 1 Manawatu Sires Stakes and the Karaka Million with earnings of over $800,000 to date.

The recipient of the H.B. Racehorse Owners Trophy for the months of August and September was the Zed gelding 
Dez, owned and trained by Simon Wilson. The trophy was presented by Calvin Wood son of the trophy sponsor 
Shirin Wood.

Hastings lost one of its top jockeys of the sixties with the recent passing of Alan Jones aged 79. In a time when 
racing was only held on Saturdays and public holidays he rode 385 winners in 12 years. Alan rarely phoned for 
rides. In this era when most jockeys have agents and racing is held nearly 4 times a week he could have easily 
joined the 1000 wins club. Alan seldom rode outside the central districts. Unlike today where there are very 
few senior horseman, Alan rode against some of the greatest jockeys. The likes of Bill Broughton, Bill Aitken, Vic 
Sellars, Bob and Bill Skelton, Jack Mudford, Grenville Hughes, Wally Hooton, Ronny Taylor, Kevin Cullen, Kaye 
Tinsley and Johnny Anderson.      

Near Te Awamutu, we have the Annual Pirongia Boxing Day Picnic raceday.  

But… as with many community-run events, this one is struggling to survive. This fun, but 

organised, family day of holiday racing, attracts crowds of more than 5,000 people every 

year. To keep it going the Club is asking for more volunteers to run the day – a job for 

each one of us – please phone Don Macky on 021 720 420; or Charlie Coles 07 871 9880 

and keep this event up and running.      

Paul Nelson with The Arabian Duke and Owners H and K McQuade and C Solomon 
after winning the Waikato Hunt Cup at Te Aroha on 30 September



6     NEW ZEALAND THOROUGHBRED RACEHORSE OWNERS FEDERATION BULLETIN

CENTRAL  
SOUTH ISLAND 
Fiona Hursts

Down here in the Central South Island 
and all over the country for that matter, 
trainers are gearing up for Cup Week. 
Meanwhile owners sit and wait for 
the outcomes of some of the most 
prestigious races in the country run 
over the week in early November. It is 
a chance to shine for horse and owner, 
young and old, sprinter or stayer, filly, 
gelding or entire. Let’s hope that the 
biggest thing shining is the sun!

Some recent Owners with horses shining are 
Don Lake from Ashburton with ‘Ottavio’, a 
nicely performing Makfi gelding with three 
wins and five seconds from eighteen starts. He 
is trained by Team Rogerson.

Dianne McIntosh the resident race day caterer 
enjoys seeing her horses perform on raceday. 
Vice Marshall the 9yo Strategic Image gelding 
has been consistent again after his last prep, 
highlighted by a win at Otago mid-September.

Mr Bill Jelley from Wanaka who has been a 
longtime supporter of local trainer Michael 
Daly, secured Grand Duke from the North 
Island, after seven starts for no wins. After 
two starts in the South it was third time lucky 
for Mr Jelley when his Bachelor Duke gelding 
fought hard and was rewarded with a win on a 
heavy track at Oamaru late August.

‘Heberite’ might be alright for part owners Ian 
and Sue Nichol from Outram after two wins 
from seven starts. His Mosgiel trainers’ Brian 
and Shane Anderton have made some gear 
changes with the Raise the Flag gelding who 
has had a couple of slightly wayward starts.  
I am sure Ian and Sue are hoping that Heberite 
shows as much talent as their last galloper 
Tommy Tucker.

Ray and Jill Coupland deserve recognition not 
just for their support of racing over the years 
but more specifically of late their horse Savvy 
Coup has been performing brilliantly. Now 
racing in Australia. I hope the Savabeel mare 
performs well there too for Ray and Jill.

Good luck to all owners who have horses 
racing over the summer and in particular Cup 
Week.   

WANGANUI & TARANAKI   Brian O’Dea

The Wanganui Jockey Clubs 170th Year Celebration is being held 
on 1 December and the local Owners Committee members will 
attend those.

At the recent WJC Awards dinner the Auret family were prominent with 
Fraser taking out the following awards: 
3yo of the Year – Matchmaker  |  Sprinter of the Year – Sensible 
Princess  |  Stayer of the Year – Alinko Prince  |  Then father Nigel with the 
homebred won the Miler of the Year – La Fille En Jeu  |  Jumper of the 
Year – Wise Men Say, for the Connors family  |  WFA Horse of the Year – 
Start Wondering  |  Trainer of The Year – Kevin Myers  |  Personality of 
the Year – Ian “Banjo” Hackett, Farrier and local Owners committeeman.

MANAWATU & WELLINGTON   Allan Fenwick

Former Wanganui local Bevan Sweeney did a great job as compère and also did an interesting interview with Fiona and Humphrey O’Leary. It was 
enlightening to hear the story of the purchase of Ladies First. Put up for sale Humphrey didn’t like her but Fiona did. Humphrey won that argument but 
another chance came to buy and Fiona prevailed. What a good choice of horseflesh – her first horse too!   

MANAWATU MATTERS
Bigredmoon has been one of the finds 
of the late winter/early spring with 
hurdle wins at Trentham and Wanganui 
(twice) as well as a flat win at Awapuni 
in between. Apparently, he was languishing 
in a paddock unwanted by anyone to try again 
despite showing promise as a jumper when Gail 
Temperton took up the challenge. Her patience 
and skill have been richly rewarded. He must 
now rate an exciting prospect for bigger 
jumping honours next season. The family 
members that Gail roped in to race the Viking 
Ruler gelding with her have certainly enjoyed 
the ride. Bigredmoon now leads the Kamada 
Park Points Series having been nominated by 
members Stan Alexander and Gail Tempeton.

Another big mover in the Kamada Park Points 
Series has been Blondlign which is raced by 
breeder Colin Mowbray and PJ Kelly. An upset 
winner at Wanganui in September she repeated 
the performance at her next start at Hastings 
on Livamol Classic day. On both occasions she 
was ridden cleverly by Tony Allan who took the 
initiative and put her in the race when the pace 
slackened in the mid stages of the event. The 
Align mare is trained by Tony Bambry.

Rock Island Line, in which Cam Arnott has a 
share was a winner at Riccarton in August and 
has been placed twice since.

The Lisa Latta trained Five to Midnight was a 
winner at Hastings in September and looks to 
be on track for the major Cup races again this 
year. Last season he won the Waikato Cup and 
was placed in the Avondale, City of Auckland 
and Auckland Cups as well as the Awapuni Gold 
Cup. He is raced by Kevin and Margaret Pratt’s 
Kamada Racing.

Kamada Park also share in the ownership of Sir 
Nate a winner in Rating 72 Class at Trentham 
in October. The Nadeem colt won 3 races as a 
two-year-old and ran third in the Manawatu 
Sires Produce Stakes. He is being aimed at the 
2000 Guineas.

Dalla Mosa, won fresh up and at only her 5th 
start at Woodville recently. Mike Collinson and 
Allan and Susan Fenwick share in the racing of 
her. They were also involved with racing and 
breeding from her dam, grand dam and great 
grand dam over a 35 year period. 

THANKS NEIL
The Association wishes to express its 
appreciation to Neil Oldfield for the 
contribution he has made as President of the 
Federation. Quiet by nature Neil has done a 
lot of work behind the scenes furthering the 
interests of owners. Thanks Neil.

KAMADA PARK 2018/219 POINTS 
SERIES FOR OWNERS
The Manawatu Thoroughbred Racehorse 
Owners’ and the Central Districts 
Thoroughbred Breeders’ Associations have 
combined, for the 2018/2019 season, to 
provide a Points Series for horses owned by 
members of either Association. The Points 
Series is kindly sponsored by Kamada Park.

KAMADA PARK 2018/2019 POINTS 
SERIES LEADER BOARD  
AS AT 29 OCTOBER 2018
LEADER:  Bigredmoon  
nominated by Stan Alexander  
and Gail Temperton  24 points

SECOND:  Hartley  
nominated by Erin Connors  18 points

THIRD:  Blondlign  
nominated by Colin Mowbray  15 points

FOURTH:  Rock Island Line  
nominated by Cam Arnott  14 points

FIFTH: Codecracker  
nominated by John Gilbert  12 points

Remember it is not too late to enter, although 
points only accrue from the date of receipt of 
your entry. If you have already nominated one 
or two runners, you may also make further 
entries up to a total of 3 horses. Entry is free.

NOTICE OF  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Manawatu Thoroughbred Racehorse 
Owners Association’s AGM is set down for 
Thursday 29 November 2018, at The Wines, 
63 Rangiotu Road, Himatangi, commencing at 
7.30pm. 

The Committee would welcome members’ 
attendance.   



NZTROF AGM
Report on the Federation’s AGM held at Ellerslie on Sunday, 14 October, 2018

Mr John Allen, NZRB Chief Executive addressed the meeting and in particular commented 
on the following –

� There was value in the TAB and it was essential that it delivered as the industry was 
reliant on the returns generated.

� New technology was being introduced to better deliver to customers.

� The customer base was growing.

� The race fields legislation needed to be introduced and would be a reality in due 
course.

� The new fixed odds platform has been developed and will be introduced in the near 
future

� Outsourcing betting was an option, but the bottom line had to be a better result than 
the current TAB model. The risk in moving to outsourcing was the loss of the current 
value of the TAB.

� The NZRB was supportive of a reduction in the number of venues but there must be a 
strategy. A lot of work has been done already by the TAB and the 3 codes on this. To 
achieve change there must be consultation not force.

� The NZRB submission on the Messara Report will be supportive of many of the 
recommendations but will suggest different processes for some of the others. (Note 
the NZRB submission can be viewed on the TAB website) 

NOTE that Mr Bernard Saundry, NZTR Chief Executive, had attended the meeting of the 
Federation held prior to the AGM. Most of his presentation focused on the Messara Report.

NZTR were supportive of Parts 1 and 2 of the Report but had concerns over the venues 
to be closed and the proposals for the transfer of proceeds from the sale of properties to 
the national body and felt that more work needed to be done on this. However, NZTR did 
not want to see delays in implementing the recommendations because of issues around 
venues.

Other matters discussed with Mr Saundry included establishing and introducing 
minimum standards for Clubs for recognising owners no later than August, 2019, the 
introduction of a gold card for owners privileges and a possible glossy publication for all 
stakeholders published perhaps 3 or 4 times per annum.)

President Neil Oldfield delivered his Annual Report, which is published elsewhere in this 
Bulletin.

The Annual Accounts disclosed a loss of $4,186 compared to a profit of $2,386 the 
previous year. Major changes were a reduction in advertising for the Bulletin coupled 
with an increase in printing, postage and other publishing costs and a small reduction in 
subscriptions.

The current level of subscriptions was reviewed in the light of increases in postages and it 
was resolved that there be an increase of $5 for the 2019/20 financial year.

Neil Oldfield did not seek re-election and Bernard Hickey was elected President of the 
Federation. Mr Oldfield will continue as the Federation’s nominee to the NZTR Members 
Council until his present term expires.

Longstanding Executive Committee member and Waikato Delegate Jenny Cowan also 
stepped down from the Executive.

Both Neil and Jenny have made a very significant contribution to the affairs of the 
Federation over a long period and were thanked accordingly for this.

NZTROF OFFICERS 2018/2019
President – Bernard Hickey.

Immediate Past President & NZTR Members Council Nominee – Neil Oldfield.

DELEGATES 
Auckland/Northland – Sally Blyth. 

Waikato/Bay of Plenty – Karen Remetis, Reserve Jenny Cowan. 

Hawke’s Bay – Tony Lyndon, Reserve Bernard Hickey.  

Manawatu – Allan Fenwick, Reserve Michael Collinson.

Wanganui – Brian O’Dea. 

Central South Island – Fiona Hurst.

Co-opted – Neil Miller – Bulletin. 

Secretary – Jim Keyte.   

NEW NZTROF PRESIDENT

BERNARD HICKEY JP
Bernard has been in thoroughbred racing 20 
or more years and has had a good degree 
of success as an owner but still awaits that 
elusive ‘Group One’ winner. He is pas\\
ionate about the Racing Industry and where 
it should be to help defray owner’s costs. His 
aim is to get a ‘Better Deal for Owners’ and 
act as their advocate over the coming months 
where change management and good 
consultation with codes and communities will 
be imperative, to effect the needed change 
and boost the industry as a whole.

Bernard says he’s an ‘outside the square’ person 

and is willing to question the norm of our racing 

leaders.

Bernard brings a wealth of knowledge and 

experience to the Executive of NZ Owners 

Federation. He has substantial experience in 

business management, corporate restructuring, 

Law, Arts and Financial Management and has 

worked both in public and private organisations 

such as Justice, Commercial Affairs, District 

Council, Health and has held senior management 

roles within each. Bernard currently is employed by 

NZ Defence Force and is the Executive Advisor for 

the NZ Army Command School. One of his many 

roles includes Health & Safety Compliance for 

which he has extensive knowledge and experience 

as an H&S practitioner and Accident Investigator 

working within both Defence, Health and Local 

Government. 

Prior to becoming President, Bernard has been 

involved in many club and Association roles from 

National Athletics, local Bowls and is now heavily 

involved with Clubs NZ as a Board member since 

2012, along with other Board appointments. 

Well known thoroughbreds that Bernard and his 

partner Nicola have owned or had an interest in 

include: Khan (NZ & Singapore), Cullemour, San 

Bernardino, Savings are Golden (Aust), Chartreuse 

and latterly Los Angeles.    

NOVEMBER 2018     7



8     NEW ZEALAND THOROUGHBRED RACEHORSE OWNERS FEDERATION BULLETIN

One of the interests Jenny and 
husband Leo shared was racing. 
They were both born into it.
Owning and sharing together became a 
working partnership which brought more 
satisfaction than people envisaged. They gave 
it every minute, every cent, and every dream.  

All ‘owner/trainers’ understand you need to 
be “do-it-yourself” operators and using the 
hands-on knowledge of breeding, buying, 
breaking-in, travelling is why they did it all 
themselves. And they got the rewards. 

Jenny’s story is about the many aspects 
of being an owner and racing a horse. The 
challenge, pleasure, adventure, ambition – 
and balancing the budget.

Along the way there are anecdotes that she 
still laughs about. Plenty of those are about 
Australia where over the years Leo and Jenny 
took 30 or so horses, mostly to the Gold 
Coast.

A couple of visits to Melbourne with their two 
horses were unsuccessful, but oh – so good!

Regardless of what has transpired and 
occurred in the past, the Industry Players 
need to embrace the recommendations and 
move forward together and united, to lead 
transformational change. Change must be 
initiated by those at the top and recognise 
that change will reveal past failings and 
manage the change by accepting those and 
then concentrate on future success. The 
Racing Industry is embedded far too much in a 
blame culture! Our future focus should be -

“Coming together is 
a beginning, keeping 
together is progress, 
working together is 
success”

OVERVIEW OF REPORT
NZ Thoroughbred Owners Federation fully 
supports ‘Part One’ (Structure of the Industry) 
and ‘Part Two’ (Outsourcing) of the Messara 
Report though offers a slight deviation to 
recommendation five.

nztrof submission – review of the new zealand racing industry –  

MESSARA REPORT 
The NZTR Owners Federation fully agrees that the New Zealand Racing Industry is in ‘dire straits ‘and the review of 
John Messara is long overdue. It signifies radical and significant challenges for the industry if it is to prosper and 
sustain long term viability. The findings and recommendations contained in the review are not new! Both the NZRB 
and NZTR need to take responsibility for not working together and not having the courage or direction to enforce 
change to secure the viability of the industry. 

AMEND THE SECTION 16 
DISTRIBUTION FORMULA OF THE 
RACING ACT 2003 TO A MORE 
EQUITABLE BASIS FOR FIXED  
10-YEAR TERMS.

The Federation considers that a fixed term of 
5 years and distribution formula based upon 
previous three-year average to codes is more 
equitable than the recommendation. Further it 
suggests that any review should be carried out 
after 8 years rather than 10 years.

‘Part 3’ (Future Venue Plan) is a huge body of 
work that requires more consideration and 
careful planning to ensure a ‘win – win’ for all 
parties and stakeholders concerned. There 
are legal ramifications and challenges ahead 
and huge boundaries here to break and work 
through. Consultation and agreement will 
be hard to achieve but not impossible and 
working with communities, clubs, codes and 
provinces will be pivotal to success. There 
will be a number of battles before the war is 
won but the Federation agrees in the need 
to reduce or combine venues, if a greenfields’ 
approach is not considered. 

We say let’s tread slowly here and work 
through the functionality and viability of all 
venues over the next five years. The NZRB and 
the codes have done a considerable amount of 
work on this matter to date which should be 

considered thoroughly. The best mechanism 
is not to dictate but for all to work through 
together and effect a venue plan that satisfies 
all and benefits the industry and codes as a 
whole.

RITA:
The Racing Industry Transitional Agency 
(RITA) is an added dilemma with no mandate, 
purpose or intent signaled at this time. The 
Owners Federation can only infer that the 
Minister has no faith in the main industry 
players to implement change. If this is so, then 
the Owners insist on being represented or 
offering a nominee to be part of the Agency 
to ensure transparency and accountability is 
achieved. The other option is to consider the 
appointment of a Commissioner to lead or 
guide the transition.

Finally, Owners, or the ability to increase 
ownership or participation in the racing 
industry, is key to our future success. 

Yours sincerely,

Bernard Hickey 
President   

JENNY COWAN TRIBUTE

Watching Clean Cut school at Flemington with 
Jim Houlahan, and being told “Clean Cut would 
have jumped the stand if I had faced him at 
it.” That remains a memorable morning! Good 
horse Clean Cut won 17 races in NZ. 

Jenny and Leo travelled a small 3 horse team, 
to the West Coast carnivals in the South Island. 
Clean Cut won his maiden at Hokitika in 1992. 
Winning the Kumara Gold Nuggets with Cool 
Sound was a special thrill. The trophy, three 
valuable Gold Nuggets, remains a prized 
reminder. 

They stayed with racing people there who 
became lifelong friends.

Losing Light Opera to colic in his early 
preparation as a late 3yr old was hard to take. 
But his racing 13 times for seven wins, four 
seconds, and a third in his only preparation as a 
2YO was so memorable.

Jenny had a happy farm upbringing in Matamata 
and loved riding, so being able, available and 
cheap led her to riding track work. There was 
only one spill, when someone produced a 
plastic bag and a young horse took fright.

Jenny likes to quote people, incidences, 
trophies, offers and so much she had the good 
fortune to experience. Would she like to go 
back and do it all again?

Being an owner of a racehorse is being a cog 
in a big wheel. It can open up opportunities 
that introduce work, business, social, sport and 
leadership connectivity.

During all that time Jenny gained invaluable 
experience in the racing industry so it was no 
surprise when she was elected to the Waikato 
Association’s committee in the mid 1990’s.

Jenny was elected Vice President in 2002 and 
President on the retirement of Terry Driscoll 
in 2003.

She has been Waikato’s delegate to the 
Owners Federation Board since 2003.

On her retirement as President, in recognition 
of her contribution to racing over a period 
of twenty odd years, Jenny was awarded 
an Honorary Life Membership at the 
recent Annual General Meeting of Waikato 
Association.    
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RACING: Five Group 1 winners and the most expensive yearling sold in the world this year, all in 28 days 

work: the Dubawi legend grows faster than the Wairarapa’s green grass, and LA stands Time Test, his only NZ 

sire son! 

Per Incanto’s progeny are firing too. Six domestic winners in four days and he’s hunting down his former LA 

barnmate Zed for the lead in the sires premiership for winners with Dolcetto and Indecision adding more 

black-type to their C.V’s. And never one to be left out, especially when it comes to black-type performers, 

Nadeem achieved his 24th thanks to Guy and Grant’s nice filly Mohaka. 

A real credit to Cambridge’s Lyndhurst Farm who prepared him for Max Brown, the only Per Incanto in the recent Inglis 

Ready2Race Sydney sale sold for $145K. Exciting to see a son of Poet’s Voice (Dubawi) top the sale too.

SYNDICATION: We don’t often syndicate horses but when we do we have a whole lot of fun. Dual stakeswinning filly Eloa was 

one of our first and more recently Kekova gave a big group of owners, many of them local, a huge thrill when she won the 

Wairarapa Breeders. We’re doing it again with three exceptional 2YO fillies that will join the LA broodmare band at the end of 

their racing careers.

For the ladies, be prepared for a lot of early fun with Kekova’s Shooting To Win filly. She walked the house down at Karaka this 

year but I couldn’t get the money I thought she was worth. The Australian first-season sire is already off the mark in Sydney and 

Chris Rutten who broke her in feels she’ll run early. Te Akau will train this lassie, who, just quietly, has a bit of sass.

Guys, I’m not forgetting you. Mike Moroney and Pam Gerard will train the Per Incanto – Rochfort filly. Her mother is a half sister to 

three stakes performers and she’s strong and athletic, the hallmarks of the classy Per Incanto fillies.

Guys and gals can race our third filly, a striking dark brown Per Incanto girl from the Savabeel mare Savamour. From a daughter 

of our Blue Hen mare Sound Lover, this filly is a ¾ sister to the stakeswinner Magnum  

(Per Incanto). Leading Sydney trainer and expat Kiwi Bjorn Baker is going to train her so be prepared for a lot of banter and 

fantastic communication.

STUD CHAT WITH SAM  NOVEMBER 2018 

YEARS 

1940

78
PROVENPROVEN

We’re lighter on numbers with our Ready to Run horses this year but I’m excited with their progress ahead of the sale on  
21 & 22 November.

We’ve done well with Pins progeny at this sale before but I’m quietly confident that in LOT 352, I’ve got the best by the sire 
I’ve ever taken to a training sale. He’s the second foal from Group 3 place getter Angel del Dinero and his 10.29 breeze-up 
backs up my confidence.

Prepared by Riversley Park, the Per Incanto-Trigon Lass colt (LOT 306), is a half brother to the six-time Hong Kong winner 
National Treasure (Pins), a colt we sold to John Foote at the RTR a few years ago. He produced one of the faster breeze-ups 
and with his pedigree he’s going to be popular.

Showcasing is a lot like Per Incanto, in that if you get a filly you’re still a great chance of a result in the ring. Kilgravin, who 
also prepare the Pins gelding, present LOT 387, the Showcasing filly from Bondi Beauty. She’s athletic and light on her feet 
like the best Showcasing fillies and from the outstanding Sandarac and Gussy Godiva family. 

YEARS 

1940

78
PROVENPROVEN

KEKOVA ROCHFORT Anyone wanting to 
find out more about 
these exciting fillies, 
please phone me  
on 0274 853 400  
or the office on  
06 377 5098.
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The Auctioneer intones, “Lot 371, a filly by Not 
A Single Doubt out of Melaka Belle, the dam 
of Melody Belle, winner of last season’s Karaka 
Million. 

There is a slight buzz as the preamble continues, 
then a hush when he says, “Look at her! now who 
wants to start?” And then things got hotter!

Eight hundred thousand, 800! 800! Eight fifty, 
as a second bidder entered the fray. The opening 
bidder quickly countered. The Auctioneer called 
“900, 900, 900 thousand, I sell her” and brought 
the gavel down. Then a quieter, “Thank you 
David Ellis.“ The drama brought all a buzz.

Up in the Vendors box, Marie Leicester watched 
this unfold with increasing relief and then 
pleasure knowing the filly was going to a great 
home at Te Akau. Mark Chitty shared that too 
as it was his Haunui Farm and staff entrusted in 
all things, to continue the famous “Belle” line.

David Ellis the buyer, was pleased as well and he 
was approached by people who wanted to buy 
a share, but it was his plan to create a regally 
bred fillies syndicate and the enquirers were 
kindly advised of that. The filly is now called 
Exaltation.

The story of the Belle family began when young 
Taranaki (Tikorangi) farmers James and Annie 
Sarten were loaned a mare called Belle Star, 
by New Plymouth butcher George Tremlett, to 
breed from. James Sarten sent the mare by train 
to the famous Trelawney at Cambridge to be 
mated with Foxbridge – then at the start of his 
siring career. (see mating certificate here)

That mating failed and a year later in 1938 the 
mare returned to the same sire and the filly foal 
born was Belle Fox. This was the start of the 
dynasty. 

But here the story changes. The Sartens’ had 
another farm at Bell Block that was taken by 
the Government for the airfield and troop 
encampment at rude short notice in 1942, and 
James and Annie with their young children 
Marie and Fred moved to farm at Ohinewai in 
the North Waikato.

Belle Fox won 5 races and was retired to stud. 
Her second foal was the Fairs Fair gelding 
Supreme Court, winner of 18 races including the 
Railway Handicap and the ARC Great Northern 
Challenge Stakes.

The next foal, was a filly by Instinct named Belle 
Rosa that Annie claimed and she was sent to 
Norman Cunningham of Takanini to be trained. 
In 1953 Belle Fox was sent to Summertime and 
the ensuing filly was called Belle Time, claimed 
by James. The family is now traced back to 
Annies Line and James Line.

But the ownership status of Annie’s filly 
was informal and that was soon to create a 
problem.

Norman Cunningham of Takanini trained the 
Sarten horses and the Sartens were inclined 
to visit them on a Sunday. On this particular 
Sunday they noticed a sour mood at the stable. 
What had transpired was that Mr Cunningham 
had read a blunt letter from the racing 
authorities that there was an irregularity in the 
ownership of this Belle horse. They were not 
happy! 

In a grumpy mood he went down to the stable 
to find the staff had all gone back to bed 
without starting the work for the morning. 
There were buckets of water all around the 
stable in case of fire. Each staff member wore a 
bucketful and were left with the added task of 
drying their bedding that day. Working for Mr 
Cunningham, among others around that time, 
were Grenville Hughes senior rider, Alec Letham 
“a great trackwork rider” and apprentice Dave 
O’Sullivan. 

James signed his precious filly over to Annie!

But later there came another twist in the 
story – Annie’s Belle Rosa had a filly by 
Summertime and James’s Belle Time had a colt 
by Pharamond. Annie wanted to sell the filly 
but James was not happy about that, so they 
swapped. Annie sent the colt to the Wellington 
sales and James took the filly (later to be called 
Star Belle).

With the passing of Mr Cunningham, Ivan 
Tucker of Takanini took over the training of the 
Sarten horses. The most notable of these was 
the great mare Star Belle, who in the 1966-67 
season won the Great Northern Guineas and 
Derby, the Wellington Derby, the NZ Oaks and 
Great Northern St Leger. The three Ellerslie 
classics gave Star Belle the unofficial “Triple 
Crown” and she headed the three-year-old Free 
Handicap that season. All told, Star Belle won 
18 races from 1100 to 2800m including the JJ 
Liston, Craiglee Stakes and Turnbull Stakes in 
Australia.

Marie Sarten married Nelson Leicester, a 
Romney sheep breeder in the Feilding area. They 
had 3 children. Nelson stood back from Marie’s 
continuing thoroughbred breeding business, but 
Marie said he was always able to make wise and 
acute observations on what she was doing.

They moved to Taupo in 1998. Marie later 
became active in the Taupo Racing Club, was 
President from 2004 -13, until she moved to 
Auckland 2 years ago. Nelson passed away in 
2014.

With the passing of James in 1981 Annie 
and Marie moved the horses to Haunui Farm 

TRIUMPHANT ‘BELLES’ 
Neil Miller

NEW ZEALAND BLOODSTOCK’S KARAKA SALES COMPLEX 2018, ON A HOT 
SUMMERS DAY. A STRIKING BAY FILLY WALKS INTO THE RING AND THE 
CROWD HUSHES. THIS IS ONE THEY HAVE COME TO SEE!



at Brookby (1983) and the Chittys and the 
Leicesters became firm friends. As an aside, 
Marie lost her brother Fred and since then 
thinks of Ron Chitty as her adopted brother. 
When Ron handed over the reins to son Mark 
the mares moved to the new Haunui Farm on 
the warm land at Karaka.

Marie says it’s a perfect arrangement that 
she takes a very strong partnership in. She 
keeps folders on the mares and data around 
the matings, scans and other care. For 
stallion selection she gains advice from Brain 
International. Then she does her own evaluation 
as she knows each mare. Mark Chitty has also 
done the same and they compare notes. Marie 
says they are never far apart.

Marie got into breeding in her late twenties 
when her father gave her the mare Maryanne 
Douglas (by Count Rendered). It was not the 
Belle family but another that continues today. 
The most notable present example is St Emilion, 
a Group 1 horse.

She said her father gave her early advice. Don’t 
stress out about the cost of the mating, because 
when the foal is on the ground all the ongoing 
costs are the same as any other foal.” 

You can take from that, that you need to do the 
best mating for the mare that you can. 

This is borne out by the mating of Melaka Belle. 
She was out of Empress Belle who was by SIR 
TRISTRAM (Ire) out of Imperial Belle who was by 
SOVEREIGN EDITION (Ire) out of Honey Belle by 
BETTER HONEY(GB) out of Belle Time who was 
by SUMMERTIME (GB) out of Belle Fox”.

With that ethos Marie will send mares to 
Australia to be mated and there are two there 
now.

The first mating of Meleka Belle (IFFRAAJ – 
EMPRESS BELLE) the dam of Melody Belle, was 
Arrowfield’s Stud stallion Commands. The mare 
had shown great promise on the track and 
was a winner of 2 races before going amiss as 
a 3yo in the running of the 1000 Guineas. She 
was a ‘standout’ and this was an opportunity 
to reinforce the breed by using this Danehill 
line stallion. But another bonus that Marie saw 
was Sir Patrick Hogan’s great mare Eight Carat, 
the granddam of Commands, to bring the two 
families together. 

David Ellis and Fortuna got a bargain with the 
purchase of Melody Belle but she has set the 
‘die.’ That bargain is unlikely to happen again!

Marie then wanted to send Meleka Belle to 
Tavistock and made an enquiry as Sir Patrick 
Hogan was looking at his bookings and shares in 
the stallion. 

She got a phone call from Ron Chitty who said, 
“Patrick doesn’t want to tell you the book is full 
and he can’t take the mare. He asked me to tell 
you”

Marie was disappointed but knew the famous old 
vet Charlie Roberts had a share in the stallion. 
She had known the Roberts family for a very 
long time and came to agreement with Charlie’s 
daughter Mary and husband Paul Kenny to use 
that share and go halves in the filly. You will find 
her at the NZB Karaka Yearling Sales 2019.

Marie has just phoned to say that Meleka Belle 
foaled a fine Tavistock colt as I write this. It is 
planned that the mare will cross the Tasman to 
go back to Not A Single Doubt.

The line goes on, but who will ensure its 
continuance? Marie has involved her children in 
ownership parts. There are grandchildren as well. 
Let’s hope that among the younger set, there is 
the ability to take on the task of managing the 
breed, with a modicum of Marie’s wisdom and 
dedication. 

Marie Sarten, who became Marie Leicester and 
the Belle family have enriched New Zealand 
Racing immeasurably.

FOOTNOTE – Across the top  of this story is a 
photo and an insert (above) that you may have 
thought puzzling.

Marie Leicester and Sally Blyth are holding a 
spreasdsheet record of every win and placed 
horse descended from Belle Fox. 

The overwhelming number are BLACK TYPE. 
They run chronologically and there are even 
two Golden Slipper winners among the list.

This story may never have happened! Way back 
in 1940 James Sarten was dropped off at the 
Waitara railway station to get Belle Star and 
the foal that was to be Belle Fox off the train 
from the Waikato – and walk them 5 miles 
back to the farm. All went well until they were 
passing a gateway, cattle stop. The inquisitive 
foal daintily picked her way over the steel rails 
of that, to safety on the other side. 

Fortune plays a part in this racing game too!

THE EARLIER MELODY BELLE (BY NOTABLE HISTORIAN)  
# GUBELLINI EX RACECAFE
The original Melody Belle was a brown filly bred in 1971 by Taipan 2 out of Belle 
of Ascot. She was bred and raced by Annie Sarten and trained by the master Ray 
Verner at Takanini. Annie is the mother of Marie Leicester who bred the current 
Melody Belle. The original Melody Belle won 10 races including the 1975 Te Aroha 
Breeders’ Stakes as a 3yo. Her other main wins were the ARC Ladies Mile the third 
BOP RC Centennial Breeders’ Stakes at Tauranga and the Avondale JC Pegasus 
Stakes. 

When she won the Te Aroha Breeders’ Stakes she beat a top field. Ernader ran second, Bellota 
third, Free Gold fourth and Somerset Pride fifth. Others – Kia Maia, Jandell, Battle Eve, Lovely 
Honey, Prepak, Sweet Offer, Princess Patrice, Soliloquy, New York and Kathie’s Orders. 

You would never get such a class line up of Fillies and Mares today!   

TRIUMPHANT ‘BELLES’ 
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SPORT OF QUEENS –  
Women in Australian 
Horse Racing  
by Shane McNally
For all you blokes out there, here’s just the 
book to buy for your sheila this Christmas 
– a true dinkum Aussie writer spilling the 
beans about females in racing.

Women who have spent time in Australia may 
have noticed that male chauvinism has not 
entirely disappeared, especially in the racing 

world. So it’s interesting to hear from a male Australian journalist what the real 
facts are.

It’s even more interesting for us to learn from an outsider how it compares with 
New Zealand. Although Shane McNally’s book concentrates on Australia, he 
pays plenty of attention to our female racing pioneers, and the current situation.

It goes without saying that if the Australian jockeys’ premiership was headed by 
a woman, and four of the top six riders were also female (as happened here last 
season) it would make headline news over there. Here it barely raised a yawn, 
and nobody outside racing circles even noticed.

Michelle Payne’s success on Prince of Penzance in the 2015 Melbourne Cup quite 
rightly created a media sensation, but it hid a fact overlooked amid the publicity 
– the scarcity of female riders in top city company. Very few get to ride in 
Group I events. One of Australia’s most respected female jockeys, Linda Meech 
(actually a New Zealander), winner of more than 1400 winners in nineteen 
seasons in Australia and who regularly gets into the top twenty on the jockeys 
list, has ridden in only eight Group I races.

McNally writes “There are still many trainers around Australia who genuinely 
believe women can’t handle the pressure of a big race and won’t put them on a 
top horse.” He claims the two biggest states – NSW and Victoria – have been the 
slowest to accept women riders, while Queensland and Tasmania led the way. In 
the former, Pam O’Neill pressured officials to introduce equal rights for females 
in 1979, aided by the efforts of New Zealanders Linda Jones and Dianne Moseley. 
The author reminds us that Moseley was the first woman to win a Group I race 
in Australia – aboard Double You Em in the 1982 Doomben Cup. And in South 
Australia, the talented Clair Lindop – winner of three State premierships – has 
built on the foundation laid by her predecessors.

McNally is a serious journalist with a thirty year career, starting with Racetrack 
Magazine and currently as Australian correspondent for the European magazine 
Gallop, and it shows in his methodical approach in this book. He covers not 
only the history of women jockeys and trainers, but also other careers in the 
racing world where women have excelled, often without any recognition or 
encouragement.

So, for instance, there’s the official judge in Victoria, Natasha Radford, noted 
photographer Sharon Lee Chapman, administrator and promoter Jennifer 
Bartels, syndicator Denise Martin of Star Thoroughbred fame (now associated 
with Chris Waller’s stable) and race caller Victoria Shaw – still battling to get a 
full time job in her home country, though with plenty of experience abroad.

Of course Gai Waterhouse merits her own chapter (described as “one of the 
absolute greats of world racing”). But we’ve mainly forgotten her initial struggle 
to obtain a trainer’s licence – not through lack of ability or experience, but 
through being married to a disqualified bookmaker in Robbie Waterhouse.

One of the most heart-wrenching stories comes in the first chapter with the 
legendary tale of someone now recognised as Australia’s first female jockey. 
Wilhelmina Smith rode as Bill Smith across North Queensland during the 1940s 
and ‘50s. An abandoned orphan, she dressed as a man and had a successful 
career on the bush circuit for twenty years, keeping her secret by never changing 
in front of other jockeys. They accepted her as a loner and eccentric with a soft 
voice – just an effeminate man who they nicknamed “Girlie’. Her true sex was 
only discovered on her death in 1975, by which time she’d lived as a recluse for 
many years, dying in poverty.

It took another racing writer in Queenslander Phil Purcer to fully research 
Wilhelmina’s sad story, and in 2005 he persuaded the locals of Herberton, west 
of Cairns, to provide a headstone for her previously unmarked grave and thus 
honour her life and achievements. In a different way, Shane McNally has done 
the same for later Australian racing women. ~ Mary Mountier

HELP NEEDED PLEASE

Does anyone out there have any information about an Ian 
Duncan, owner of the Waikanae Stud between about 1907 
and 1925? I am researching the subject of stud farms in the 
Waikanae (Kapiti Coast) area for our local museum and am 
trying to track down members of this Duncan family.  
(They are not the Duncans of Hunterville and Marton.)  
I’d be most grateful for any clues, however vague. 

Mary Mountier, mamountier@gmail.com   

BOOKS

WINX – 
Biography of 
a Champion 
by Trevor 
Marshallsea
The Forward starts – {The 
unremarkable looking horse 
by Street Cry out of Vegas 
Showgirl began her racing 
career with three wins before 
losing her way, winning just one 

out of her next seven. Finally, in the 2015 Sunshine Coast 
Guineas, Winx broke the drought, scoring a stunning win 
from last with just 300m left.}

We have watched in wonderment the mare’s racetrack deeds and 
here is a book that is well researched and very owner centric. They 
are a diverse group notably the moneyed, Debbie Kepetis, who was 
an Ingham. The Tighes, Peter and Patty, Peter the self-made fruit 
and veg man and an irreverent old battler Ricard Treweeke that still 
can’t believe his luck. 

“Richard Treweeke had more than been through the mill. As a 
teenager be was forced from the family farm near Bourke when his 
father was killed in a car accident. Then it was life as a jackeroo, 
selling adverts for Rupert Murdoch and then some relative stability 
in outdoor advertising”

He had been a racehorse owner since 1958 and Winx was his first 
winner that “he had seen.” He named her that as he thought about 
his experiences in Las Vegas and the dam of the mare called Vegas 
Showgirl. He said it was about an exchange of looks but there was 
another allusion there that we can’t print here.

There are references here to so many Kiwis, Waller, Collett, the 
Cassidy’s, McDonald to name a few and many connections back in 
New Zealand. 

There are twists and turns in the early days when Winx hit the flat 
patch and various riders “pulled the wrong rein” and elected to ride 
another. Jason Collett and others will always wonder “what if’!

The book is heavily referenced with a large glossary at the back and 
there are pages of the result of every race, showing the placings of 
the entire field.

There are many photos of superb quality and these alone are worth 
the price of the book.

I was given this book and I really enjoyed it. I thought it would not 
have been that easy to write as once Winx got on a roll the wins 
got repetitive and the writer would suffer superlative fatigue. 

Marshallsea is a professional writer and handled that aspect well.

If I have a reservation it would be that the Winx racing story is 
not finished and it’s not hard to picture other writers who have 
manuscripts on the mare with one last chapter to write. They 
might be entitled to think. Bastard! All that work and he’s jumped 
the gun!

But let’s not be churlish. It’s a good read now and the full story will 
be written later when the mighty Winx leaves the track for good. 

 ~  Neil Miller
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NZB’s Ready to Run Sale of 2YOs
21 & 22 November at Karaka — Catalogue online at nzb.co.nz

This month marks New Zealand 
Bloodstock’s Ready to Run Sale of Two-
Year-Olds – an event that has become a 
‘must attend’ for Australasia’s and Asia’s 
leading trainers and buyers.

On 21 & 22 November, clients will have the 
opportunity to inspect the progeny of 110 
varied sires with each stallion profile offering 
unique value. It was only a short few years ago 
that many were recruited into the rosters of 
leading studs and now we are seeing their first 
crops come through the sale ring and hit the 
racetracks

Earlier this year at the National Yearling Sales 
Series, several first season sires made a big 
impression and that trend is set to continue 
with their first crop of two-year-olds on offer at 
the Ready to Run Sale.

Following in his Champion Sire’s footsteps, 
Sacred Falls (NZ) (O’Reilly) has replicated 
his Group One success on the racetrack with 
leading results in the sale ring. With 42 of his 
first crop yearlings sold at Book 1, buyers were 
attracted to the quality product paying an 
average of $121,500. Overall, Waikato Stud’s 
Sacred Falls was the leading first season sire by 
aggregate at Karaka 2018.

Leading the way by average, it was Coolmore 
Stud’s young recruit Rubick (AUS) (Encosta 
de Lago). His progeny sold in Book 1 for up to 
$320,000 and bolstered his position as the 
overall leading first season sire by average 
($150,000). He has also sired two stakes 
performers in Australia.

Newgate Farm’s Deep Field (AUS) (Northern 
Meteor) was also to the fore when eight of his 
progeny sold in Book 1 at an average price of 
$141,875 – the highest average by a first season 
sire in Book 1

With a hot sire line, the son of high-class 
Invincible Spirit, Charm Spirit (IRE), proved 
just that at Karaka. His progeny sold for up to 
$400,000 in Book 1, and he was the leading first 
season sire in Book 2 with seven of his yearlings 
selling at average price of $42,857. He has also 
sired two stakes performers in the northern 
hemisphere.

These four sires have proven popular and we 
can expect their progeny to be in demand 
again. Sacred Falls will have nine two-year-olds 
including Lot 435 who is a three-quarter brother 
to Hong Kong Derby Trial winner Unique 
Jewellery and Lot 436 who is a sister to dual 
Group One winner Maco’reilly.

Rubick will have five sons catalogued including 
Lot 21 who is a half-brother to Group Two-
winning Hong Kong sprinter Beat the Clock and 
Lot 371 who is out of a half-sister to Victorian 
Group Three performer Spirited Eagle.

Deep Field will have eight lots on offer at the 
Sale including Lot 215 who is half-brother to 
Group winner Valpolicella and Lot 340 who 
is a half-brother to Group One VRC Oaks and 
Vinery Stud Stakes winner Faint Perfume.

Buyers will have the opportunity to secure 
seven two-year-olds by Charm Spirit including 
Lot 49 who is a half-brother to Group Three 
winner Kingsguard (NZ) and Lot 401 who is the 
second foal out of Group Two winner and Group 
One performer Chaparrone (NZ).

While the sale ring has showcased some 
impressive early results for first season sires, 
the Ready to Run Sale will also feature a 
selection of second season sires with spring 
three-year-olds earning early racing status.

Windsor Park Stud’s Shamexpress (NZ) 
(O’Reilly) was the leading first season sire in 
New Zealand in 2017-18 and he is again leading 
the second season sires’ table. With 11 runners 
so far this season, three have stepped out for 
a win including Cyber Attack (NZ) who scored 
his first black-type win in the El Roca Trophy 
and joins two other stakes performers sired by 
Shamexpress.

The European-bred Dawn Approach (IRE) (New 
Approach) follows closely in behind with two 
starters for one winner in Dawn Patrol (NZ) who 
is unbeaten from two starts. Having shuttled 
between Darley Stud’s Ireland and Australia 
stations, Dawn Approach is the sire of 15 stakes 
performers in both hemispheres.

Across the Tasman, the son of Northern Meteor, 
Zoustar (AUS), topped the leading first season 
sires’ table in Australia in 2017-18 and is again 
making a clear lead this season. From 43 
runners he has sired 15 winners including dual 
Group Three winner Sunlight, Group Two Run 
to the Rose victor Lean Mean Machine and his 
most recent Group winner Charge.

Dundeel (NZ) (High Chaparral) and Spirit of 
Boom (AUS) (Sequalo) have featured among 
the leading second season sires’ table in 
both New Zealand and Australia. This season 
Dundeel sired Lincoln Falls to win on debut in 
New Zealand while Spirit of Boom is the sire 
of Spirits Aubeer who has won his last two 
consecutive starts here

In Australia, Dundeel has produced eight 
winners from 22 runners so far this season 
including Dealmaker who was runner up in 
the Group Two Stan Fox Stakes while Spirit of 
Boom has sired 10 winners from 39 individual 
starters including Champagne Boom who won 
impressively on debut in the Listed Debutant 
Stakes.

These five leading second season sires will each 
have representation at the Ready to Run Sale. 
Shamexpress, who topped an Australian two-

year-old sale this year, will have 16 two-year-
olds including Lot 80 who is out of a half-sister 
to Group One winner The Party Sand (NZ) and 
Lot 324 who is out of a sister to Group Two 
winner Te Akau Rose (NZ).

Dawn Approach will have five lots on offer 
including Lot 120 who is out of half-sister to 
Group One winner Velocitea (NZ) and Lot 126 
who is out of a winning Darci Brahma mare and 
half-sister to the stakes-winning Zabeel filly 
Heat Haze.

Dundeel will be represented at the Sale by three 
horses with Lot 115, a colt from the family of 
American Champion 3YO Afleet Alex; Lot 378, 
a direct descendant from New Zealand Filly of 
the Year Tri Belle (NZ); and Lot 430, a colt out of 
a half-sister to stakes winner Cathay Lady.

Zoustar will have a colt who is out of a 
half-sister to four-time Group One winner 
Volkstok’n’barrell (NZ) (Lot 372) while Spirit of 
Boom will also have a colt who is a half-brother 
to four winners in Australia (Lot 157).

With an exciting selection of two-year-olds that 
have been expertly prepared by the best Ready 
to Run vendors in the country, and a successful 
two days of Breeze Ups at Te Rapa, make sure 
you view the line-up of 445 quality two-year-
olds

We look forward to welcoming you at Karaka on 
21 & 22 November.    

TRENDING SIRES TO WATCH

SACRED FALLS

SHAMEXPRESS
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The Auckland branch AGM was held on 14th October resulting in the re-election 
of the existing officers and committee together with a new member, Pat 
Woollaston. 

Prior to the meeting we were given an informed tour of the new Ellerslie stable complex 
by ARC’s Racing Manager Craig Baker.

The stable complex is very well designed and gives owners and members of the public the 
opportunity to safely take a close look at the horses, watch them exercise both before 
and after the race and talk to staff working with them. The decision to include the old TAB 
front to stand out over the complex is just brilliant – it looks wonderful. Sincere thanks 
to Craig.

This was followed by a fascinating talk by Mike Godber of the Racing Integrity Unit.

Mike Godber’s talk on the role played by his team of thirty judicial stewards and the 
complexity of their work over the three codes was fascinating. We learnt there was a 
significant difference between intent and accidental commission, or omission, in every 
area, and that the RIU always takes that difference into account. 

Mike discussed the positive proactive ways the RIU moves to help jockeys who succumb 
to the temptation of drug use by offering specialised professional support and assisting 
a speedier return to riding for those who commit to such support. He also explained 
how science and research constantly influence how the use/abuse of drugs in horses is 
understood. 

He demonstrated this with a discussion on the complexity of understanding abnormal 
cobalt levels in horses and how they can be created. Thank you Mike – A great talk!   

AUCKLAND 
WALKABOUT & AGM

Fortnightly online auctions
in Australia and New Zealand.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT THE TEAM ON E. INFO@GAVELHOUSE.COM  P. +64 9 296 4436

REGISTER NOW AND GET READY
TO BUILD A SHORT-LIST AND BID!



 

We wish to extend a very warm welcome to the new members who have 
joined the Owner’s Federation from September to October 2018.   
We really appreciate your membership support and look forward to  
a long and enjoyable association with you.

THE OWNERS’ FEDERATION WELCOMES  

NEW MEMBERS

CONGRATULATIONS TO FEDERATION MEMBERS ON THEIR RECENT WINS!
We continue to track winning horses owned by Owner’s Federation members. As we only have visibility of owner’s named in the race book, we know we 
will have missed members involved in winning syndicates and may have inadvertently missed others. We apologise to any member we have missed and 
extend our congratulations to all members who have recently experienced the thrill of winning. 

FEDERATION CONTACTS

Telephone:  0800 696 377    Fax:  07 855 0330    E-mail:  nztrof@xtra.co.nz 

P.O. Box:  14-027, Hamilton 3252  President:  Neil Oldfield   06 327 8426

Secretary:  Jim Keyte   027 276 0464  Website:  www.racehorseowner.co.nz

AUCKLAND
Richard & Rosalind de Lautour . . . . . . . .Northcote
Len Gurney . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kumeu
Judith & Derek Stubbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Manurewa

HAWKES BAY
Brian J Guerin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hastings

MANAWATU 
Justine Kyrke-Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Palmerston North
Mr & Mrs J D Druce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Te Puke

WAIKATO 
Carol Franklin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ohope Beach 

WANGANUI/TARANAKI
Mrs D J & E H Symes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wanganui
Gary Kemp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Inglewood

CENTRAL SOUTH ISLAND
Ann White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Timaru

M N Apatu Hastings XPRESSION

Archer Equine 
Investments

Remuera CHARLES ROAD

P Bardell Wanganui MAUNA KEA, GORBACHEV

P E Bonner New Plymouth HARD TO BE HUMBLE

P H & Mrs C J Brown Matamata BLUETWENTYTWO

P M J Collins Timaru RIDEITLIKEUSTOLEIT

C & Mrs E M Connors Dannevirke HARTLEY

E H Cooper Hastings VANNOSS

K J Corby Newmarket CARILLION

R J de Lautour Northcote Point DAYTONA RED, CYBER 
ATTACK, BOLT FROM THE 
BLUE

W B & Mrs L C de Lautour Waipukurau KIPKEINO

A J & Mrs D I Dravitzki Inglewood ROSCHANA, BLAZING 
OPAL

JRJI Drinkwater Wellington ON POINT

J D Druce Te Puke ATENARTIN

F T & Mrs F I Drummond Te Awamutu EL BAYARDO

G I T Duff Havelock North ONEFORTHEDITCH

Mrs M E A Evans Howick BIT LIPPY

The  Franz Josef Trust Lower Hutt MAUNA KEA

Go Racing Herne Bay LOOSE CANNON

C J Grace Hamilton LINCOLN FALLS

L J Green Waimate ADIS

B J Guerin Hastings YORKIE, LOOK OUT

L H Gurney Kumeu GALLANTE

Haunui Bloodstock Papakura XPRESSION

S W Hawkings Tauranga BIZZWINKLE

Mrs J C Hewitt Wanganui MAUNA KEA

K J Hickman ONZM Christchurch BABY MENAKA, LAKE 
CHALICE, ZENTESSA

G & A Hill Trust Hawera BIGREDMOON, DANCING 
AURIOLE

Sir Patrick & Justine, Lady 
Hogan

Cambridge KYRIE ELEISON

K E Hopson Cambridge GAZZARA

D J Hurrell Te Awamutu THEE OLD COUGAR

F J P Huwyler Whanganui GORBACHEV

W J Jelley Wanaka GRAND DUKE

G C Kemp Inglewood IRISH FLAME 

D W Lake Ashburton OTTAVIO

C A Leishman Ellerslie GALLANTE, ROCKET FUEL

B J & Mrs J E A Lindsay Karaka PRINCE JABEEL

T G Lines Papakura CAPTAIN ORANGE, TWO 
THIRTY

J Liu Karaka NOTABADIDEA

M & Mrs C R Lupton Matamata PYTHAGORAS, THE OTHER 
HALF

J F Marks Matamata LIVIN’ ON A PRAYER

J N K & Mrs G A Martin New Plymouth REMARX

Mrs D J McIntosh Waimate VICE MARSHALL

Mrs M G Morrison Warkworth YIPSON

C G Mowbray Otaki BLONDLIGN

R J Mulcaster Hastings MR AXLE

P S & Mrs C Nelson Hastings REVOLUTION, NO 
CHANGE, LOOK OUT

B G Neville-White Remuera ALI BABA

Mrs D G Neville-White Parnell ALI BABA

I J & Mrs S R Nichol Outram HEBERITE

B K O’Dea Wanganui MAUNA KEA, GORBACHEV

Pee Gee Bloodstock Palmerston North ART DECO

Don & Dame Wendy Pye Auckland LETMEBY

G A Rogerson MNZM Hamilton GALLANTE, 
MUTECHI, OTTAVIO, 
WILIJONMCBRIDE

C P Russell Hastings MOSS JAZZ

Sandringham Investments Matamata BLUETWENTYTWO

R J Stern Palmerston North DANZDANZDANCE

D J C Trubshoe Whakatane IVETTE

Sir Peter Vela Hamilton SILVER CLOUD, 
PODRAVINA

P J Walker Clevedon MIGHTY ME

J R Wheeler MNZM New Plymouth REMARX

A S Williams Masterton MAGNUM

S J E Wilson Waipukurau FIELD DAZE, DEZ 

While every care is taken in the compilation of this 
publication, neither NZTOF nor any of its agents will be 
held liable for any errors or omissions contained herein 
or their consequences either in original material or in 
any material (including advertisements) supplied




